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had conclusively proved that Africa was not connected with
Asia except by a narrow strip of land in the north, and as for
Asia, that continent too had now been revealed as a gigantic
island with water on all sides except in the west.

But ideas, no matter how erroneous, once they have finally
incorporated themselves firmly into man's mentality, arc not
very easily dislodged. Columbus, for example, remained a con-
vinced disciple of Ptolemy until the end of his days, and although
hundreds of Portuguese, following the trail of Vasco da Gama,
had now sailed round the Cape of Good Hope and had explored
the ocean for hundreds of miles south of that cape without ever
finding any trace of land, the belief in the Southern Continent
refused to die.

The maps, growing more and more vague about it, moved
it here and there, but no one dared to suggest that it was merely
a myth. For that, even during the sixteenth century, might have
got them into conflict with the Church. It had now become the
last refuge of paradise. Did not Genesis speak emphatically
about a river that " went out of Eden to water the garden "?
Suppose (as many people believed) that river was the Nile ? Sup-
pose the sources of the Nile, which were not discovered until a
generation ago, were really located in Eden? And although,
after all the explorations of the last two hundred years, it seemed
impossible that there should be any actual contact between Africa
and the Great Southern Continent, it was better to stay on the
safe side and not hint too openly that Genesis once more had
proved to be wrong.

To us, accustomed to accept the findings of science without
a qualm of doubt, this mentality, which refused to face facts
even after they had been proved over and over again, seems in-
credible. But let us remember that we ourselves may still be the
victims of delusions which will seem just as incredible to the
people of a thousand years hence as these notions of otherwise
reasonable men of three hundred years ago. But it seems to
depend more upon what one wants to believe than what one